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Peleg ea his 
resignation to Gov. 
Bill Allain and it 
will- coincide with 
the’ ‘last official day 
of the 1984 session 
of the legislature. d 
¢ By ..Taw,- a 
legislator has a a 
‘part-time job; - Pat Presley 
nonetheless, Presley said the job has | 
become fulltime because of the - 
‘tremendous increase in work and 
acim if a Pere is ‘cons- 
‘elentious. oe at ean 
. At the same ‘time: be said his job 
(engineer) 5 with Chevron U.S.A. also . 
requires a full-time, conscientious © 
effort. 35 Bas hae Sie tte " 
“He said he ‘recently. ‘decided that it. 
would be impossible for him to con- 
tinue-to do the kind of job for his firm 
and‘his constituents that he has" 
strived to do for the past nine years. 
‘Nevertheless, he said having to 
choose between the two was a 
- personal dilemma, since he is’ de- 
dicated to both. ; ae 
fatto have had the. ‘privilege of 
public service is the great compli- 
ment to my life which I have tried to 
translate into service to my people 
and to the worthy cause of good 
government. as 
*» ‘My hope is that my service has 
brought some small compliment to 
my family, ‘friends and constituents 
for having elected me to serve. © 
UST leave the office seeking new 
areas of service for the benefit of our — 
state and anticipate the future to 
hold greater opportunities to assist 
Mississippi in reaching its fullest 
potential as a state and people.” 


from biol 


people that ‘government ¢ can be 
-and that it can be something yo 
men and women can aspire to.” 
; Despite what cynics may say,., 
said. people can be’ successful 
“polities by being honest in‘all thing: 
‘always candid with voters and | ‘con 
cern for their welfare and neve 
“dodging issues. 2° 
> “They -.. young people going int 
_ public life . . Should collect facts an 
‘then vote, ‘hot play polities. The 
should not blow in the wind.. The 
should strive to provide leadership, B 
4: Presley emphasized. that he ing 
.- tends to stay involved in community 4 
Service. He said he has not precluded E. 
“the possibility of future public ™ 
* service, “if the opportunity should 4 
"ever present itself. But it would hi 
~to be a full-time position.” < 
He said he made the announce’! 
ment “‘at this time to ensure that m 
district will be able to select my. 
replacement without added sais 
to the county.”" ~ - j 
‘ Moreover, he said he felt “it is 
the best interest of the district to tell a 
my constituents of my plans now. 
those who may have an interest in 
seeking this office will have several 33 
_extra days in which to make plans * 
and the voters also will have time to 4 
_think about who they vant in this. 
position.”’ : 
He said he feels confident that Go 
Allain will set the special election to 4 
fill his seats for June or November 4 
elections ‘‘so there will be no extra 4 
expense to the taxpayers.” -- . 
*:Presley joined Ghevras ‘ime : 
-dactliately after he was graduated 
from Mississippi State University in 4 
1974 with an engineering degree. ~::'3 
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Member OF 
The Associated Preas 


‘precinct con- 


Demoeratic 


oe ventions are scheduled to be 
: held at Juckson-county’s 26 
voting places next Thursday 

1789] at 10 a.m. 

istrict} Call for the conventions has| 
re the] been issued by state and county 
Democratic executive committees. 
unt of; The meetings will be held sim- 
ordi. ultangously 1 in the state’s 82 coun- 
-t Lies. 
Mag. Delegates elected at Jackson 
$20. county precinct conventions will 
Mayo | eet one week jeter, June 12, 
Y at the courthouse in Pascagoule 
baat to take part in the county con- 
vention. 
yore Thursday's voting will find four 
choot additional county precincts tak- 
ing part since the last conven- 
a sch. | tons in 1948 One of these is at 
dy 15, | Qeaun Springs and three at Moss 
aint. 

Bd The additional Qceun Springs 
precinet resulted from a split of 
the single precinct there into two, 

A ‘North and South Geeun Springs, 
* three yeurs ago. 
il Moss Point Quartered 

The single precinct at Moss 


ag 

1 com- 
dudicn 
Raca- 
tio for- 
are it 


ent of 
nh, ree 
viedsy 


ere 
- Past 


Point was recenthy divided into 

four. Registration in the new pre 

cincls has been completed, Vertis 
(Continued on Puge §) 
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CHARLES BRANCH 


F Pascagoulans 
Get Council Seats 
At Perkinston JC 


For the first timo in history, 
two pupils from the same city 
have been elected to whe student 
geunell-at-Parki . Junior Col- 


Plead 
cil wos *Charlen 
fory-tsesaurer ig FPattiqia Col- 
mer. Both ore from Pascagoula. 
Branch {s quaHerback on the 
Bulldog football team, a member 
of the track team and new fccre- 
tary of the YMCA. His parents 
are Mr. and Mrs. W. N. Branch. 
Miss Colmer, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. M. A. Colmer, is a cheer- 
Jeader, member of the honor so- 
clety Phi Theta Kappa. 
She served this year as vice 
President of the Women‘s Intra- 


aural Association, editor of the | 


Bapilst Student Union paper 
and photegrapher for the an- 
nual. 


Today's Holiday 
For Past Offices 


No rura} or home deliveries wil! 
be made today by the Pascagoula 
und Muss Point post offices, 

The day is cetebruted in the 
North as Memorial Day. 

Once delivery wil) be made in 
the morning ih the business dis- 
tricts of each cily, said postmas- 
ters Leonard Robinson and Ar- 
{hur Smith, 

Muil will be distributed to post 
office boxes, both said. 
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Supreme Court — 
Will Get Appeal 
Of Gaming Case 


The Sage Patch was brought 


when circuit judge L. C. 
ban denied a motion to rule it 


dietion. 

A 12-man jury followed through 
with conviction of a former em- 
ploye for possession of gambling 
equipment as a result of a raid on 
the Sege Patch cafe and club in 
January. 

W. L. Presley was fined $300 
and given a suspended 60-day 
jail sentence by Corban. 
Thousands of dollars worth of: 
liquor and gambling equipment 
was seized and destroyed in a reid 
on the state line establishments, 
led by attorney general J. P. Cole: 
man. 

Dispute over 


the Sage Patch in what appet 
an inviolate zone. Officials 


tended they had no authori! 
control operation of the club 
Paid Taxos, In 
_ The verdiet fo! 


sheriffs, calle 

that the Sage pee 
on the assessment 
son county and ow: 
in this county. 

The case was crpesicd to circuit 
court from JP court where Pres- 
ley had been fined $200. 
The'defendant appealed to the 
state supreme court Thursday. 
The trial was highlighted by 


ira paid taxes 


|heated exchanges on location of 


the state line between state and 


| defense council Monday afternoon 


halted only when Judge Corban 
declared a 10-minute recess. 
Arghments os the vase was, 
given to the jury also reached 
high points of excited felling 
Tuesday afternoon, 
The stute rested Monday after- 
noon. A motion asking preemp- 
tory instruction to the jury te find 
for the defendant because of lack 
of jurisdiction of thé court which 
was. introduced by the ‘defense 
was overruled by Corban. 
Tuesday morning defense at- 
torneys Bidwell Adam of Gulf- 
port, Harold Gautier and O. L. 
McLeod, Pascagoula, requested 
the court to have the jury visit 
the sity ef the building and view 
(Continucd on od on Fare 6 5) 


Chamber Meeti Meeting 
Is Set For Newsy 


Orgenizntions| meeting for the 


Pusrazoula Chamber of Com- 
merce will be held at 8 p.m. Mon- 


jduy ia the courthouse, J, BE. Stone 


under Mississippi law Tuesday {3 
Cars} 


outside the court's jurisdic- 


both states had for years cons: 


location of thel4 
Mississippi-Alabama line had kept! 


_FERGUSON, MP MAYOR THOMSON, CROSBY, SUPERVISOR MORAN, MARTIN 
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H.R. Humphreys 
Of Fish Meal Firm 
Dies In Hospital 


: } 

Hana Raymond, Humphreys, &7, 
head of the Standard Fish Meal 
compeny with plants in Moss 
Point and. Virginia, died Monday 
at County Hospital after an iil- 
| Ness of about a week. 

A native of Maryland, he was a 
resident of White Stone, Va., and 
spent part’ of his time*in Moss 
Point supervising his lecal inter- 
ests. The Moss Point plant was! 
established in May 1944, 
Shipbuilding Executive ' 

Mr. Humphreys was an execu-| 
tive in the shipbuilding busincss} 
and operated one of the oldest) 
marine railways in Virginia on) 
fhe Chesapeake Bay, at Weems.) 
He wus a director of the Missis-| 
sippi Export Railroad. \ 

Funeral services were hald ut] 
White Stone Thursday. 

He is survived by his widow, 
Mrs, Ida Bellows Hutnphreys, 
White Stone, end three sons, H. 
Fo Humphreys, White Stone, Lo- 
tence, Moss Point, and H.R. Kal- 
marnock, Va. 


City Gives Band 


Organizational chuirman, reported 
Vitus, 
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1 Fi irst Liquid Rubber | 


Shipped Next Week 
From Thiokol Corp. 


First shipment of synthetic rub- 
ber will be made from the §l- 
million Thiokol! Corporation plant 
at Moss Point within a week. 

Production at the plant started 
Tuesday and was observed by the 
company with an epen house ‘at 
the plant and a dinner at Edge- 
water for about 300 Coast leaders 
and company, Army, Air Foree 
and government officials, 

Guests at the open house were 
conducted through the plant. = 
trim and highly efficient indus- 
trial layout. They saw the man- 

-ufacture of liquid Intex as wall 
as that of matgrials from which 
the rubber is made. 

Plant manager F. W. Wilson 
said the latex is shipped in lig- 
uid form direct to Thiokol cus- 
tomers. 

Besides countless industrial uses 
| the product will be employed in 
; sume way in every aircraft pro- 
duced in the US, 

Host wt the dedication wan J. 
W. Croshy, president of ‘Thiokol, 
‘Trenton, N, J. 

He was accompanied by H.W 
Ferguyon and S. M. Martin, view 
presidents; B. M, Feties, research | 
manager; J.C. dorezak, produce 
tian HOE, techatenl services mung 


{ 


ager, und Armen Yurujinn, assts- 


Speration 


Resurfacing Work 


For Jackson Ave. 
Is Moving Ahead 


All subgrading on the soutt 
side of Jackson avenue in Pasca- 
goula is expected to be finished 
by the weekend. 

Work on the long-awaited: 
Project of resurfacing the thor- 

oughfare was begun Monday by 
Clark Bros. Company of Jack- 
son. 

H.'C. Ezell, public works com- 
missioner, said today the Ls 
will be done in two phages. 
south side will be worked on and 
concreted while traffic uses the 
narth half. 

Alter the south half has been 
concreted, equipment will ba 
moved to concrete the twd blocks 
of Magnolia between Delmas and 
Convent, Ezell said, 

The nprth half of Juckson than 
will be poured. 

Graders ripped out the old as- 
phult surface early in the week 


and bean cudting the level down 


about U8 inches. + 
Wretl swld the street has been 
high it dvained into yards 
afong the styeet. 
Dirt removed from the street bs 
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a good education in county 
goverment. As a result of the 
investigation, an accounting 
system was born that made it 
easier to retrieve data for any 
purpose. 

“If anybody comes in off the 
street — whether it is the FBI or 
a citizen that wants to know an 
answer to a financial question — 
the county can answer that 
question with extreme accuracy 
and quickly. The books are kept 
up to date minute by minute,’’ he 
said. 

The county’s accounts were 
_ placed on computer beginning in 
October 1981. A few years later, 
the chancery clerk’s office 
became the first in the state to be 
fully computerized. 

Presley says watching the 
county’s money is probably the 
most important part of his 
four-pronged job. In addition to 
being county treasurer and 
auditor, he is the recorder of all 
deeds and the clerk of chancery 
court and the board of 
supervisors. 

He has invested the county's 
idle monies, even for short 
periods, instead of leaving the 
funds idle in a non-interest- 
bearing bank account. “‘I figure 
out how much we'll need for 
operation for a month and invest 
the rest at the highest rate of 
interest. We earn more than $1 
million a year investing idle 
monies. The county’s banking 
institutions have been good to 
us,” he said. 

As far as the budget process is 
concerned, Presley adapts many 
of the principles that were used 
at Ingalls. He spent the 10 years 
between college graduation and 
his job as chancery clerk at the 
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HARD DAY’S WORK — Lynn Presley, during his early days in office as 
chancery clerk of Jackson County, wipes hiw brow as he leaves the 
courthouse after another hard day at work. 


government when his younger 
brother, Pat, who now lives in 
California, was serving in the 
Mississippi House of Represen- 
tatives during the 1970s. 


oriented recreation and picnic 
site in Franklin Creek, for 39 
years. Lynn Presley was the 
oldest in a family of three boys 
and two girls. He worked in the 


‘‘T have followed his baseball 
career from T-ball to college. If 
it makes him happy, it makes 
me extremely happy,” he said. 

In spite of the busy schedule he’ 
maintains, he can recall missing 
only one of his son’s ball games 
when he was out of town. 
“Families are very important to 
me. I hope that I’ll see my 
children grow up to be successful 
members of society,’’ he said. 

Near the Presleys’ place is his 
parents’ spread. ‘‘In all, the 
Presley clan has about 500 acres 
in the Franklin Creek area,’’ he 
said. Presley’s mother, the 
former Anna Marthaler, is a 
native of that area. She married 
W.L. Presley after he came to 
the coast from Leake County in 
Central Mississippi during 
World War IJ. Other Presleys 
have followed suit since then. 

The elder Presley, an 
insulator, worked for 25 years at 
Chevron as an employee of the 
insulation contractor Shook and 
Fletcher. 

On his peaceful country place, 
Lynn Presley raises polled 
hereford cattle. He has served 
for years on the board of 
directors of the Missisisppi 
Polled Hereford Association. He 
has long been interested in re- 
storing old cars and has recently 
been working old Corvettes. 

Presley is active with Chan- 
cery Clerk’s Association as chair 
of the Legislative Committee 
and served as president of 
Chancery Clerk’s Association in 
1988. He is also a past president 
of the Pascagoula Rotary Club 
and a member of the St. Martin 
Lions Club, the Pascagoula 
Civitans and the Exchange Club. 

But Presley’s spare hours are 
few. ‘‘I’m somewhat of a 
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tront end, at the end of the fiscal 
periods, all of that will fall into 
place,’’ he said. 

It has been Presley’s theory 
that the role of government is not 
for making money, or saving 
money, but serving the public. 

‘““You set a budget, render 
services as dictated, and at the 
end of the fiscal period, you have 
just a small amount of money 
left over,’’ he said. ‘“‘Tax people 
in the same year that you’re 
furnishing the service. Don’t tax 
them heavily and furnish a 
minimum of service and carry 
forward that cash — you don’t do 
that,’’ he said. ‘‘This board of 
supervisors has adopted that 
philosophy. It’s one of the things 
we've done through the years.”’ 

Although he is highly visible in 
his job, Presley shies away from 
the limelight. “I always looked 
at this job as a supporting kind of 
job. I support the board of 
supervisors and I support the 
judges. I work for them in 
essence and through the lease on 
this office that the people allow 
me every four years, I work for 
the people out there,’ he said. 
His work has apparently pleased 
the public and his bosses. 

“‘He’s very, very conscientious 
and very dedicated,” Jackson 
County Supervisor President 
Carroll Clifford said. ‘‘He’s de- 
pendable. He always does what 
he says he will do.”’ 

‘I'm just doing my job, just 
like anybody else out there, I’m 
just doing my job. I do try to do it 
the best I can,’’ Presley says. 

Seeking political office was the 
most distant thing from Pre- 
sley’s mind when he was 
growing up in rural Franklin 
‘reek. But in 1979, he outran a 

‘ozen other Republicans and 

‘emocrats to win the seat that 

as being vacated by retiring 

iancery Clerk Wilbur Dees. 

Presley says he became 

‘cinated with the workings of 
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role,’’ Presley said. 

He doesn’t view it as a step- 
ping stone to higher office. His 
only aspiration, he says, is to 
work at the local level. ‘‘It has 
not ever been my ambition to 
work on the state or national 
level. I never thought of doing 
something like that. My 
philosophy is — looking at all 
good things about government 
and looking at all the things that 
need to be changed about it — 
the way to make those changes is 
to come home to where it affects 
us more, on the local level. If you 
can operate government when 
government is small, it enhances 
the opportunities to make it 
more effective,’’ he said. 

“T prefer to be able to help 
those people I am close to and 
that is certainly the people of 
this county. 

‘Generally when people come 
to this office, they know the 


Presley Family 


of job,”’ he said. 

After graduating from Moss 
Point High School in 1965, he 
attended Mississippi Gulf Coast 
Community College at Gautier 
and received a Bachelor of 
Science degree in Industrial 
Technology in 1969 from the 
University of West Florida. 

He was employed with Ingalls 
Shipbuilding from 1969-1979 and 
was group manager of the 
Material Division when he 
sought the county post. 

As a newcomer to politics, he 
defeated the long ballot of other 
candidates and was unopposed 
in the next election. In 1987, he 
faced a Republican and De- 
mocrat. This time, there were no 
contenders. ‘‘The people of this 
county have been good to me as 
far as the electoral process has 
been concerned,” he said. 

Presley, his wife, the former 
Nannette Clark of Mobile, and 


‘The average guy can get his job done in 40 
hours. | can’t do that. That’s not saying that 
the job is abnormal. I’m just saying that I’m 
not an average person — it just takes me 
longer to get the job done.’ 


Lynn Presley 


question. They just don’t know 
how complex it is to get the 
answers. It gives me a gre :t 
sense of accomplishment to get 
those answers for them,”’ Pre- 
sley said. 

“It may sound corny to some 
folks, but it’s certainly not corny 
to me. I enjoy helping people. 
It’s so much more rewarding to 
me to help people you know and 
you have a better opportunity to 
know the people you’re around 
every day.” 

Presley grew up working 
around people. His parents, W.L. 
and Anna Presley, have owned 
Presley’s Outing, a family- 


their two children live on an 
80-acre farm about a mile from 
the spot where he grew up in 
Franklin Creek. Nannette Pre- 
sley divides her time as a 
homemaker and freelance 
interior decorator and cares for 
their daughter, Lindsey, 5, a 
kindergarten student at Orange 
Lake School. : 

Their son, Todd, a freshman at 
Mississippi College, where he 
pitches on the school’s baseball 
team, turned 19 on Halloween. 

Since the time Todd was his 
sister's age and started playing 
T-ball, Presley has coached and 
supported his son’s bail teams. 


hours and is often working late 
at night, or on weekends. ‘‘I love 
to get things accomplished.”’ 

“The average guy can get his 
job done in 40 hours. I can’t do 
that. That’s not saying that the 
job is abnormal. I’m just saying 
that I’m not an average person 
— it just takes me longer to get 
the job done.” 

Presley says he learns by do- 
ing, and slowly he has learned 
each facet of the complex task of 
being chancery clerk. 

“You need about eight years in 
the office to understand every 
little area of responsibilty that it 
entails,” he said. “I don’t ask my 
employees to do something that I 
can’t do. It’s a great sense of 
accomplishment that I know how 
to get it done.” 

Presley says he is proud of his 
staff, which he describes as 
pleasant and knowledgeable. 
“T’m a firm believer in getting 
things done through other peo- 
ple,”’ he said. 

Presley said aside from 
changes brought about by 
technology and state law, there 
have been few major changes in 
his office over the years. ‘“‘The 
only change in chancery clerk’s 
office was that Mr. Dees retired. 
Nobody was replaced. I was 
fortunate that I inherited a 
well-run office that Mr. Dees left 
when he retired,” he said. 

Glancing at the wall facing his 
desk, Presley smiled at the faces 
of the county’s previous 
chanmcery clerks. One day, his 
portrait will join them, but he 
hopes that will be many years 
into the future. 

“This county has a history of 
keeping its clerks — both chan- 
cery and circuit — for a long 
time,”’ he said. Wilbur Dees was 
in office 20 years and Fred 
Taylor, 36. The years go fast, he 
said, ‘‘when you’re having as 
ie fun doing these things as I 

0." 
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was, in his own view, a “common laborer, out Giadys was determines. 
“hat her son would graduate from high school. er 
_ dee) Midas, attic: eine DPERI A SCIP Pres sae sssembh, 03 
Soa Caures which was now house in e modest boca struct re 
on Adams Street built primarily by Gains, Iian\ if. me oy congregauon 
tater recaliec « vert voung Elvis Preslev throwing himself into the hymn 


ch ¢ 


singing with apanaon, and Gladys liked te teh how - nen Elvis was _ ; 
little fellow, not more than two years old. he woule slide alee fo) - 
lap, ran inte the aisle and scramble up to the piatory ne e€ Be 
stand looking at the choir and trying tc sing with them. He was ie : 
to know the words . . . but he could carry the tune and he would watc 
wneir faces ang tc de at they did” eee ve 
It was shortly thereafter that the iife of tne Presley family was ca er 
changed, or at least diverted from what might name Dee amore se oe 
urse. Vernon. Gladys’ brother Travis. ana 4 roe ues oe 
Gable were charged or. November 16. 1037 with uttering a foes instru- 
1 — altering. anc then cashing, 4 four-dole: cneck of Orville Bean's 


oe 
D 
Q 
Q 


3 


an out tc Vernon to pay for & hog. On Mat 25 el Maanes and nis 
-wo companions were sentences to three vears sn Parchman paren os 
in fact. he remained in pnson Tor oni} eight months, Ba this was 2 
apne event ir tne voung famih < life Ir later vears Elvis would often 
ae. é : sa, dont know what 


sa ofm vather. v cadey may seer Aars : 
an. though <7 was nevel © secret, wae always é@ 
qe shouck a5 
big al * $b%0 2 - Randic Smith, 2 
source of shame 1 Was no Dig alsgrace.  $¢ » Zorene Randie Smitn, é 
ni . Boe ae . 3 ex: 
childhood neighbor. “Everyone realizec tha: ‘s Bean just made an ex 
S e c. Every cae i 
mje ov him. ane that ne wee on the up-anG-dl. EXceps maybe that one 
er Us takase Cob hte wa. Soa he a 
pa ve: om t, viev of himself. fev 
-- yme Burn seemec te marci. roreve: a eee 
oe rh. cagidgent ne coula no lon 


‘ : ear wea ge bet een 
enoucr sav Aire souc mot dak 


: himself in tha’ ro ¢ in its affermatr 
. eee priei time that ne was in prise”. seats lost a Seana 
moved in briefly with her in-laws, next doo: There was v ove los : 
cween Gladvs and lessie though, and soon mother and child oun a 
Tupelo, where Gladys lived with her cousins Frank and cone a. 
on Maple Street and got a job at the Mid-South Laundry. The as 
daughter, Corinne, retained vivid memones el the forlorn mo ed 
son. When Elvis played ball with the other children out in the street, 


aa 
id that | j t want 
rinne said, Gladys was “afraid that ne would get run over. She didn 
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him out of her ght. She hac aiway. ven liveiv, but aiter [Vernon] went 
tO prison she wes aWhal nervous.’ To writer Elame Dunay, Leona re- 
called Elvis sitting on the porch “crying his eyes out because his daddy 
was away.” On weekends Gladys and her son frequently rode the Grey- 
hound five n ut. cack wav to visit Vernon a. Parchman 

Vernon, Travis, and Lether Gable were released from jail on February 
6, 1939, in response to a community petition, and perhaps to Orville 
Bean's thinking that enough of an example had been made. The Presleys 
continued to live with Gladys’ cousins for a brief time, and all three expe- 
rienced what Leona Richards called “action nightmares,” sleepwalking 
episodes that none could recall in the moming. They soon moved back to 
East Tupelo, going from one small rented house to another. 

In 1940 they moved briefly to Pascagoula, Mississippi, near Biloxi on 
the Gulf Coast, with Vernon’s cousin Sales and his wife, Annie, and their 
children. Vernon and Sales had found work on a WPA project to expand 
the Pascagoula shipyards, and the two families stayed six or eight months 
until Sales and Annie announced that they were heading home. Vernon 
bravely declared that he thought he and his family would stay, but he 
caught up with Sales on the road before Sales and Annie had gotten very 
far, and both families headed back to Tupelo together. They moved in for 
a time with Vernon’s brother, Vester, and his wife, Clettes (Gladys’ sis- 
ter), then continued the cycle of temporary jobs and even more tempo- 
rary abodes, with the First Assembly Church serving increasingly as their 
social as well as mora! focus. !n the fal} of 1941 Elvis started school at the 
seven-hundred-pupil East Tupelo Consolidated (grades 1 through 12), on 
Lake Street, across Highway 78, about half a mile away. Every day Gladys 
walked Elvis proudly to school. a small towheaded youngster accompa- 
nied by his dark-haired, flashing-eyed mother, the two of them clasping 
hands tightly when they got to the highway a picture of apprehensive de- 
votion, 

“Though we had friends and relatives, including my parents,” Vernon 
recalled, “the three of us formed our own private world.” The little boy 
was as insular in his way as his parents. Apart from family, his few friends 
from that period have painted him as separate from any crowd — theré 
are no recollections of a “gang,” just isolated memories of making cars 
out of apple crates, playing out behind someone’s house, going fishing 
once in a while with James Ausborn, who lived over by the school. “Mrs. 
Presley would say to be back at two, and he’d get worried, keep looking 
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